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White Lighthouse Investment Management – Services and Fees (2018-2019) 

OPTION 1: Investment Management Based Engagement 

Clients pay an annual fee, quarterly, for investment management and comprehensive financial planning per the 

schedule below with a minimum $6,000 annual fee. 

Annual Combined Fee as AUM % 

 Assets Under Management % 

 $0 - $2,000,000 1.00% 

on the next $2,000,001 to $5,000,000 0.80% 

on the next $5,000,0001 and above negotiable 
  

This fee includes: 

1. Ongoing Investment Management 

2. Financial planning including: 

a. Retirement planning 

b. Tax planning 

c. Estate planning needs analysis 

d. Insurance needs analysis 

3. Open door policy for questions about cash flow management, budgeting, college education funding, 

home purchasing, and other similar questions related to clients’ personal finances 

* This fee DOES NOT include premium services such as: 

1. Specialized cross border financial planning such as  

a. US outbound or inbound tax planning 

b. Relocation planning  

c. Expatriation planning 

d. Business and trust planning 

e. Etc. 

2. Tax preparation or assistance with IRS correspondence 

3. Meetings with other advisors such as attorneys, accountants, insurance agents, etc. 

*Premium services can be obtained for an additional fee. Calculations of the additional fee will be based on the 

complexity of the client’s situation, length of the client-advisor relationship, size of the client account and other 

factors including the judgement of the advisor. Under certain circumstances, advisors may choose to waive 

additional fees for premium services. 

This type of engagement is best suited for individuals or families who: 

1. Would like professional ongoing investment management.  

2. Have relatively straightforward situations without complex financial planning needs. 

3. Prefer a less intense financial planning approach and want the peace of mind of being able to consult 

with a trusted advisor when specific issues or questions arise. 
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OPTION 2: Comprehensive Cross Border Wealth Management Engagement 

Clients pay a comprehensive wealth management fee, quarterly, adjusted annually for inflation** and reviewed 

every three years, or as required by client changes The minimum fee for this level of service is $15,000/year and 

it is based on several factors including client advisory needs, complexity of the client situation, types and level of 

income, net worth, business interests, nexus to multiple countries, household size and other factors.  

This fee includes the following and may be non-refundable and require a 50% down-payment for the first year:  

1. All services described in the investment management-based engagement (Option 1 above) 

2. Close coordination with client’s other advisors as needed such as attorneys, accountants, insurance 

agents, loan officers, etc. 

3. Specialized cross border financial planning not covered in Option 1 above 

4. Specialized US Tax Services 

5. Hands-on, concierge level service that pro-actively assists with client financial planning needs 

6. Assistance with complex planning matters such as foreign business and trust interests 

This type of engagement is best suited for individuals or families who: 

1. Have complex cross border planning needs 

2. Are business owners and/or independent professionals with multinational operations 

3. Are beneficiaries of foreign trusts and/or complex structures 

4. Have investment assets to be managed of $1,000,000 or more 

5. Have complex US tax returns and information reports 

6. Are looking for a hands-on, close working relationship with a trusted independent US cross border wealth 

management specialist 

** The baseline annual inflation adjustment is 3% per year or prior 12-month CPI rolling average if higher. 

OPTION 3: Hourly or project financial planning consultations 

Clients pay an hourly or project based fixed fee, agreed upon in advance, based on the scope and complexity of 

the project***. The minimum fee for this type of engagement is generally $6,000 but may be higher based on 

the advisor. The typical range for one-time consultations and projects is $6,000 to $20,000.  

This type of engagement is best suited for individuals or families who: 

1. Do not have ongoing investment management needs 

2. Need financial planning assistance with a US cross-border planning issue, such as considering an 

international job assignment, giving up US Citizenship or surrendering a green card, receiving a foreign 

inheritance, marrying or divorcing a foreign national, buying foreign investment property, starting an 

international consulting business, retiring abroad or moving back to the USA for retirement after 

spending a career abroad, understand the options available to become US tax compliant, etc.  

3. Are not ready to work on an ongoing client-advisor relationship but would like to test the waters with a 

limited engagement 

4. Do-it-yourselfers who enjoy taking care of their own financial planning needs but who need validation 

with a particularly complex situation or issue. 

***We do not offer Investment management and advice through hourly consultations or on a project basis.  


